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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 355
By McNally

A RESOLUTION to create a special joint committee to conduct a
study relative to law enforcement training.

WHEREAS, the escalating rate of crime and effective methods of law enforcement to

combat crime are issues of paramount concern to all Tennesseans, as citizens have the

inalienable right to feel safe and secure in the privacy of their own homes; and

WHEREAS, an essential component in the state’s endeavors to reduce the incidence of

crime and to address citizens’ concerns relative to crime is the maintenance of a well-trained

organization of law enforcement officers, both full-time and auxiliary, at all levels of government;

and

WHEREAS, the Peace Officer Standards and Training Commission is charged with

establishing educational standards for law enforcement training and approving curricula

therefor; and

WHEREAS, the Jerry F. Agee Tennessee Law Enforcement Training Academy, under

the administration of the Department of Safety, is the state’s pre-eminent purveyor of training for

police and law enforcement officers in the methods of maintaining law enforcement services in

the state, municipal, county and metropolitan jurisdictions; and

WHEREAS, many city and county officials are concerned about:  (1) the availability of an

adequate number of recruit training slots at times and in locations convenient to law

enforcement officers; (2) the availability of high quality in-service training programs for regular
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and auxiliary officers at times, and in locations and forms convenient to such officers; and (3)

the liability accruing to the local governments as a result of waiting lists for recruit training and

insufficient in-service training; and

WHEREAS, these issues directly affect the public safety and welfare, and should be

carefully reviewed and examined by this General Assembly; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING,

That a special joint committee to consist of three (3) members of the House of Representatives

and three (3) members of the Senate be appointed by the respective Speakers to conduct a

study relative to the availability, affordability and quality of the training currently offered to law

enforcement officers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That all appropriate agencies of state government shall

provide assistance to the special joint committee, upon the request of the chair.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special joint committee shall be convened by the

member with the most years of continuous service in the General Assembly.  At its first meeting,

the special joint committee shall elect a chair, vice-chair and such other officers that the

committee deems necessary.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That all legislative members of the special joint

committee who are duly elected members of the General Assembly shall remain members of

such committee until the committee reports its findings and recommendations to the General

Assembly.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special joint committee shall timely report its

findings and recommendations, including any proposed legislation, to the One Hundredth

General Assembly no later than February 1, 1997, at which time the committee shall cease to

exist.
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